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Analysis school absenteeism in Nutrition Improvement Program for Rural Compulsory Education Students area from 2012
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[Abstract] Objective To investigate the changes of school absenteeism among students received Nutrition Improvement Program

for Rural Compulsory Education Student ( NIPCES),

and to provide basic data for further nutritional health improvement for rural

students. Methods Among 699 NIPCES monitored counties among 22 provinces across western and central China, 10%-30% of

elementary and junior high schools were randomly selected as monitoring schools within each stratification according to the food sup-

ply pattern (school canteen, company and mix) in each county, school absenteeism information were collected and analyzed from
2012 to 2017. Results The total rate of student absenteeism was 26.0 per 10 000. From 2012 to 2016, it dropped from 30.8 per 10
000 to 23.4 per 10 000 year by year, but it increased again in 2017(28.2 per 10 000) . The rate of school absenteeism in the western
region (29.4 per 10 000) was higher than that in the central region (21.5 per 10 000); The sick leave rate (15.0 per 10 000) of
primary school students was higher than that of junior high school students (13.4 per 10 000), and the rate of personal leave ab-

sences (16.9 per 10 000) of junior high school students was higher than that of elementary school students(9.9 per 10 000) ; the ab-

sentees rate in mixed-food supply schools (28.5 per 10 000) was higher than that in canteen food supply schools(26.4 per 10 000),

the latter was higher than that of company food supply schools(25.0 per 10 000) . The rate of sick leave absenteeism was highest in

December( 18.4 per 10 000), and the rate of personal leave absenteeism in June was highest( 14.6 per 10 000) . Conclusion The

rate of school absenteeism among students in the NIPCES area showed an overall downward trend year by year. The absentee rate of

students varies by regions, grade, food supply patterns and school locations.
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Table 1 Characteristics of surveyed schools in monitored area from 2012 to 2017
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